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able audience. John Potter, Esq., mayor, presided over 
the meeting. Amongst the gentlemen present were the 
Very Rev. the Dean of Manchester, and several clergymen 
and ministers of various denominations; Alderman Sir 
Elkanah Armitage, Mr. Alderman Willert, Messrs. Oliver 
Heywood, James Atherton, James Murray, Robert Barbour, 
W. B. Hodgson, LL.D., J. E. Gregan, James Braid, Dr. 
Beddoes Peacock, Mr. H. B. Peacock, &c. 

At the conclusion of the performance, a vote of thanks 
to Dr. Mainzer was proposed by the Very Rev. the Dean, 
and seconded by Mr. 0. Heywood, and was carried by 
acclamation. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Ttiko, Preston. — An answer shall be sent if you will send 
name and address. 

J. F., Castle Carey. — Should address our publisher. 

G. G., Anglesea. — Your queries relative to Mozart's works 
shall be answered by post, on receipt of your address. 

An. — "Lo my shepherd's hand divine," printed in No. 65, 
Musical Times, is adapted from the "Kyrie" of Haydn's 
Seventh Mass, by W. Shore, Esq. 

We must again remind correspondents of the necessity of verify- 
ing their communications by accompanying their letters 
with their real name and address. Numerous queries are 
put to us, the answers to which are not of sufficiently general 
interest to warrant the occupation of the space in our 
Monthly Journal, but in many cases, where the name and 
address is known, we have answered by private letter. 
Anonymous letters can only be put on one side and dis- 
regarded altogether. 



Correspondence. 

To the Editor of the "Musical Times." 

Sib, — A short time since, I had the pleasure of paying 
a visit to Snowden, and was much delighted to hear of the 
progress of singing classes in that mountainous district. 

While there I had an opportunity of hearing the 
Llanberis Society rehearse, and I was quite pleased with 
the correct manner in which these rural musicians went 
through their practice. You will, no doubt, be surprised, 
when I tell you that they have adapted Welsh words to 
several of Handel's choruses, one of which, " Worthy is 
the Lamb," they were good enough to sing for me. 

When you consider that they are entirely self-taught, 
being nearly all men from the neighbouring slate quarries, 
with their younger brothers and sisters, and having no 
assistance whatever from any instrument, you will wonder 
that they could be able to "get up" such a difficult chorus 
as the one mentioned. I thought it a beautiful sight to 
see them, the women wearing hats and linsey gowns, and 
the men in their fustians, after their day's labour assem- 
bling "with one accord," and making the choruses of our 
giant as "familiar as household words." 

I need scarcely say that I have taken an early oppor- 
tunity of sending them several numbers of the Musical 
Times, to the beautiful music in which, they will ere long, 
I am sure, adapt Welsh words; and old Snowden will, 
probably, re-echo some of those sublime strains with which 
England has been long familiar. 

I am, Sir, yours, &c. 

Chester. John Owen. 



To the Editor of the " Musical Times." 
Sir, — I have a boy about 13 years of age studying music, 
who, when any note upon the pianoforte is struck, can tell 
the note struck though he may be in an adjoining room and 
not able to see the instrument, — he could do so when only 
seven years old. Not being much of a musician myself, 



I took no notice of the fact, considering it a knowledge 
that musicians possessed, until I read some time ago a 
short account of the life of Dr. Crotch, wherein it states 
that he was able to do the same when very young. I 
shall be greatly obliged by an answer to the following 
question from any correspondent of your Musical Times : 
viz. — When any note upon a musical instrument is 
sounded, are the generality of musicians able to dis- 
tinguish the name of the note so sounded, or is the know- 
ledge a kind of intuitive perception of the different intervals 
of sound and not acquired by practice, or can the know- 
ledge be acquired by the study and practice of the art '? 

J. B. 



Brief Chronicle of the last iiiloitth. 

Mendelssohn's Oratorio " St. Paul" will be per- 
formed on the 7th of June, for the Benefit of the 
Building Fund of King's College Hospital. The Ladies 
Patronesses make the following statement with respect 
to this important Charity: — This Hospital was esta- 
blished in the year 1839, in the midst of the distressed 
and crowded district lying between Holborn and the 
Strand, and in the immediate vicinity of the great 
theatres. This district was previously dependent on 
one dispensary. Since its establishment, in eleven 
years, no fewer than 144,602 poor persons have re- 
ceived relief; and in the last year alone, 22,309. The 
original building, taken and fitted up as a Hospital, 
has become totally unfit for longer use, by reason of 
the largely increasing number of patients. A Com- 
mittee has been formed for the purpose of raising funds 
to build a new Hospital, and to provide for it a perma- 
nent endowment. The efforts of this Committee have 
been attended with great success, but a large sum still 
remains to be collected. With the view of assisting this 
Charity, the Sacred Harmonic Society have, with the 
greatest liberality, placed their services at the disposal 
of the Committee. It is proposed by this Society to 
perform the Oratorio of St. Paul, on Friday Evening, 
June 7th, 1850; and the Ladies Patronesses, cordially 
approving of the design, gladly take this opportunity 
of recommending that a combined effort should be made 
to give it success. The whole proceeds of this concert 
will be devoted to the Building Funds of this Hospital. 

St. Martin's Hall. — Mr. Hullah's Chorus repeated 
the "Laudi Sion" of Mendelssohn, Mr. Leslie's 
Festival Anthem, which gains upon acquaintance, and 
the " Oberon" finale, &c, &c, on the 24th of May. 
The hand on this occasion largely consisting of the 
members of The Amateur Society. The fact claims 
honorable notice ; and if further occupation spur the 
members of this body to more rigid and patient prac- 
tice in such good company, most effective results may 
be obtained. 

Kilmarnock. — Handel's Joshua was performed 
by the Philharmonic Society of this town, for the first 
time in Scotland, the Band and Chorus numbering 
about 100. The whole was most effectively rendered, 
and the proceeds were given to the proposed Fever 
Hospital. The Society is conducted by a committee, 
and on principles so liberal that almost every respect- 
able resident is a member. The subscriptions are 
fixed at the moderate price of half-a-guinea for six 
first-seat tickets for the season. The Society is also 
considerably assisted by the kindness of the Duke of 
Portland, the County Members, and Gentlemen of the 
neighbourhood. By economy and management Three 
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good Concerts of Vocal and Instrumental Music, and 
as many Promenade Concerts (when the Band only 
performs) are given during the year. In the course 
of the Season just ended the Society engaged Mrs. 
Sunderland, Mrs. Thomas, Mrs. Winterbottom, Mr. 
Isherwood, and several other vocalists, thus giving a 
character and zest to its performances. It is needless 
to add that much advantage has been derived from the 
cultivation of so elevating a pursuit as that of music ; 
and as so little difficulty exists to prevent other towns 
following this example, we have much pleasure in 
giving publicity to these laudable efforts for the general 
good. 

Chatham. — The members of the Friendly Harmonic 
Society met at the Class Room, on May 16th, for the 
purpose of passing an evening of social and harmo- 
nious intercourse. After tea, a number of Solos. 
Glees, Madrigals, &c, were performed in a highly 
satisfactory manner, Mr. Wiffin presiding at the Piano- 
forte : a vote of thanks was passed for his able 
conductorship and untiring perseverance during the 
existence of the class, now a period of seven years. 
" God save the Queen" was given, and the meeting 
separated at a rather advanced hour, with expressions 
of unanimous pleasure and satisfaction, and the resolve, 
ere long, again 

" To wed the words of tuneful rhyme 
To music's dulcet measure, 
To steal a few short hours from time, 
And give them unto pleasure." 

Halifax. — On May 2nd, the 138th performance of 
the Halifax Choral Society was Jackson's Oratorio, 
" The Deliverance of Israel from Babylon ;" solely by 
the native talent of the town and neigbourhood. 
The Choruses were given with that precision for 
which the Society is famous. And in the Solo parts, 
Mr. Carter gave the Bass Song, " Who can abide the 
wrath of God," with an energy and true conception 
of its character, as to elicit the applause of a crowded 
and fashionable audience. Mrs. Sunderland added 
another wreath to her crown as " Queen of Yorkshire 
Song," in that difficult and arduous Soprano Solo, 
" And shall we then again behold," written expressly 
for her by the Composer, that contrary to all precedent, 
the encore being so universal, the concluding verses 
were repeated, proving that 'Birds sing sweetest in 
their native air.' We see Mr. Jackson proposes to 
publish another Oratorio by Subscription, the words 
chiefly from Scripture, to be called "Isaiah." — From 
a Correspondent. 

Mansfield Harmonic Society. — A few years since 
several of the men employed by Messrs. Greenholgh 
and Sons, solicited their masters to establish for their 
amusement and improvement a Philharmonic Band ; 
the request was complied with, and they were pre- 
sented with Instruments and Music, and a suitable 
room was appropriated for their use. About two years 
since, the Band having made considerable progress, 
it was deemed time its performances should be ex- 
tended beyond the walls of its Practice Room ; Mr. 
J. Greenhalgh therefore exerted himself to form the 
above Society, in order to give an opportunity to others 
to be benefitted by the influence of " sweet sounds," 
and we are happy to say the intention has been singu- 
larly successful, considering especially that music was 
previously at so low an ebb, that no band or choral 
society, worth notice, existed in the town or neighbour- 
hood. 



Halifax.— On the 14th of May the Philharmonic 
Society gave a grand concert. It is especially note- 
worthy as showing the orchestral advancement of resi- 
dents in Halifax. We quote from the letter of an 
enthusiastic correspondent to the Halifax Guardian, who 
writes as one of the gratified audience. The mass of 
performers in the orchestra, the selection of first-rate 
classical and difficult compositions, the force and pre- 
cision with which they were played, were really sur- 
E rising, when one considers that only a few months 
ave elapsed since this society got on its legs. I un- 
derstand that a gentleman in the room last night, from 
Leeds, admitted that they could not get up such a 
band in that large town ! With some experience, I 
think I may venture to affirm that there is not a place 
in this kingdom with twice the population of Halifax, 
that can produce such an orchestra. To be able to 
hear the works of Mozart, Haydn, Beethoven, Weber, 
Rossini, &c, interpreted with the effect given to them 
last night, at very moderate prices, is really no small 
privilege to the musical inhabitants of a provincial 
town, and it is to be hoped, that numerous and respect- 
able as was the attendance of first class subscribers at 
the first concert of the series, at future ones the public 
in general will more largely patronize the society. 

The Choral Fund. — Haydn's Cantata, The Seasons, 
was given entire, at the annual concert of this society, 
under the direction of M. Benedict. Every subscriber 
to this excellent charity is entitled to two admissions 
to their concert, and the treasury stands in much need 
of replenishment. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — At the first annual meeting of 
the amateur choral society, the secretary's report ex- 
hibited the society in a very prosperous condition. 
Seventy-three members, of whom nineteen were ladies, 
have been elected during the year, and weekly meet- 
ings, for practice, have been held regularly. The 
society has fulfilled seventeen public engagements, 
besides having held several private rehearsals, and two 
public concerts. The treasurer's account exhibited a 
balance in favour of the society. After the thanks of 
the members had been voted to Messrs. J. Pyburn, 
Swan, and Hobkirk, for their services during the past 
year, the following officers for the ensuing year were 
elected :— Conductor, Mr. Jas. Pyburn; Treasurer, 
Mr. J. C. Swan ; Secretary, Mr. William Hobkirk ; 
Committee, Messrs. Mayor, Gregory, Stonehouse, 
Patterson, Bailes, Charltony G. Pyburn, Hubbert, 
Young, Brodie, Astrop, and Bell. 

Ormskirk. — On May 6th, the singing classes at this 
place gave a concert at the town-hall, under the 
direction of Mr. J. Watts. The programme included 
selections from Haydn's Creation, Mendelssohn's St. 
Paul, and a second part of madrigals, glees, and songs. 
It is noticeable that in this town, where formerly music 
was hardly known, the public performances of these 
classes, recur at intervals of about four months. 

Weiohhouse Chapel. — A correspondent gives us a 
very satisfactory account of the progress made by 
classes meeting at Fish-street-hill, under the conduct 
of Mr. C. C. Spencer The classes were formed with 
a view to exemplifying the mode of music, which, by 
its simplicity and melodious progression, would best 
enable the whole of any congregation to join in the 
Psalmody. Specimens of unison were also given, and 
a peculiar feature of the evening arose from the friends 
assembled, numbering about 300, being invited, in ad- 
dition to the choir, to take part in this exercise, which 
brought out the masculine grandeur of the unison — 
From a Listener. 



